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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
ww 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

REV. AND DEAR Str,—In your last reply, as in your 
former, you say the apostle exhorts us to pray for ail 
men, from the consideration that God desires the salva- 
tion of all. And to convince me of this, you cite a part 
of the passage. I have frequently read the passage in 
connexion with the rest of the epistle, and have arrivéd 
at a different conclusion. Why was Timothy exhorted to 
pray for all men? Answer: That he might *‘ lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” ‘Thus 
we Jearn from the passage itself that this prayer is not 
enforced by the consideration, stated in your reply. For 
the correctness of this conclusion, you are referred to 
way Jast communication, and the passage in question.— 

After attempting to disprove my idea of the motire, by 
vhich the prayer was enforced, the nature of the prayer, 
Sc. ; you say you will notice the text in the way I pro- 
pose. ‘** We must pray that men may be eternally pun- 
ished, because God will have all men to be saved,” &c. 
You then pronounce this reasoning unsound. ‘True— 
but the defect in this reasoning arises from your assign- 
jog a consideration to enforce prayer, which the apostle 
did not assign, and which | utterly reject. You insin- 
uate that David prayed for the reformation of his ene- 
mies. But where is the proof of this? We receive no- 
thing without evidence, St. Paul prays that those mav 
,e cut off, who troubled the church. Is this praying for 
their reformation? Let the reader judge. That all 
punishment is salutary remains to be proved, as this is 

‘he hinge on which the controversy turns. 
‘* That St. John spake of certain characters for whom 


we sre not to pray, perhaps isa mistake.” St. John: 


speaks of ‘‘asin unto death,” and “a sin not anto 
death.” For the latter he commands us to pray ; which 
plainly implies we are not to pray for the former. This 
alone would be sufficient to convince any unbiased mind, 
ihat the apostle did not mean to recomunend prayers for 
all. If all were proper subjects of prayer, why was any 
distinction made? Farther—‘* J do nol say ye shall pray 
for it? And the reason is obvious, because it is a sin 
unto’death. Now think this amounts to a prohibition. 
When the apostle was speaking upon the subject, when 
he was enjoining the duty of prayer, he excepts certain 
characters, and never gives us the least information af- 
terwards, that we must ever pray for them. But, if it 
be a duty to pray for all men, why was it not inculcat- 
ed by St. John? 

You wish for a definition of God's decretive will, &e. 
God’s decretive will is his absolute determination, or that 
will which is cerlain of effect. This is frequently dall- 
ed in scripture, God’s ‘‘ purpose,” * eternal purpose,” 
** good pleasure,” ** counsel of his will,” &c. Now it 
is evident that there is another will spoken of in scrip- 
ture, which is different from this; and which, for sake 
of distinction, may be called his declared will. These 
wtlls frequently appear to be in opposition to one ano- 
ther. The law of God is a transcript of his will ; it is 
his declared will. Now this will forbids all murder; nev- 
ertheless we find that murder has been perpetrated pur- 
suant to his defermtnation, Thus, the Jews put our 
Saviour to death, agreeably to his positive decree. See 
Acts ii. 23.—iv. 28. The will in the text under consid- 
eration is undoubtedly God’s declared wiil. If it be his 
decretive will, why is it not already accomplished? He 
js said to desire the repentance and salvation of al] men, 





at the present moment, but all men are not already re- 
formed ; therefore this must be his declared, and not his 
decretive will. If this will be God’s decretire will, then 
God is frustrated for a period, as all men have not as 
yet, come to the knowledge of the truth. And if God’s 
decree cau be frustrated for one period, it may for anoth- 
er, and so to elernily! Now, Sir,’ 1 caypot see as this 
passage can yield any assistance to your scheme. 

If the will spoken of be God’s declared will, it furnish- 
es no proof of your doctrine. And if it be his decretive 
will, it is already frustrated, and consequently affords 
you no security. We are further authorised to believe 
that the will mentioned in the passage is not God's ab- 
solute determination, from the general tenor of the New 
Testament, which teaches us that some “ shall not see 
life,” ‘shall not be forgiven,” &c. Perbaps you may 
ask for the principle on which these wills are founded. 
My views of the subject are simply this—God’s declar- 
ed will, is that which arises from an abstract view of a 
single object ; and his decredive will is that which arises 
from considering an object, in all its various relations to 
every other object. Thus God did not desire murder 
for the sake of murder, but considering the great good, 
which would accrue to mankind, he decreed that his 
>on should be put to death. In the same manner God 
desires the salvation of all men, self-considered, but tak- 
ing all things into view, his determination is different. 
But, Sir, why are you thus particular in your inquiries, 
relative to the two wills, spoken of in scripture? Are 
not the views I have suggested, consequent upon -your 
own scheme? As a necessarian,you must believe that all 
events take place according to God’s decrelive will.— 
This well you must admit is always efficacious. Now 
you do and must acknowledge that there are events, 
spoken of in scripture, which take place contrary to 
God’s will. This you cannot allow to be his decredive 
will, and therefore you must have recourse to the dis- 
tinction above named. The question to be decided is, 
not whether the /erms I have used to express this dis- 
tinction, be scriptural, but whether the scriptures do not 
authorise us to make a distinction similar to the case a- 
bovementioned. 

From what I have offered upon the decrefive will of 
God, you will perceive that your observations relative 
to God’s being frustrated, which you imputed to my 
scheme, are premature. Your blasjhemer therefore, 
may dispair of heaven. 

Yon wait it seems for me to “ define what punishment 
men are saved from, which they deserve.” I answer, 
from an endless punishment. All who are saved by for- 
giveness. This the scriptures abundantly assert. Now 
if men are saved by forgiveness, they are saved from 
some punishment, which they deserve. ~ And this pun- 
ishment must be either temporary, or endless. If it be 
a temporary punishment, it must be that punishment 
which the damned actually suffer, or some longer temo- 
rary punishment. It is allowed on all hands, that the 
damned will be punished for a period of time, answera- 
ble to the terms, everlasting, eternai and forever. But 
this cannot be the punishment from which men are say- 
ed; for this they actually suffer. Neithercan they be 
saved from any longer temporary puvishment, because 
no such is threatened in the law. They must, therefore 
be saved from an endless punishment. In your first re- 
ply, you say men are not saved from any punishment, 
which they deserve. And in the same piece you assert 
that the apostle produced his Collossian brethren, as an 
example of this reconciliation. Now Sir, these C ollos-f 


sians were saved by ‘the forgiveness of sins ;*? as may 
be seen by the 14th verse of the Istchap. Now if their 
sins were remitted, as the scripture avers, and if they 
are an example of all othere, as you assert, then all must 
be forgiven ; saved from some punishment. This pun- 
ishment cannot be the punishment of the damned actu- 
ally, nor any longer temporary punishment; for reasons 
already given. Consequently it must be an endless pun- 
ishment. These arguments are submitted for your'con- 
sideration, hoping that they may lead to a discovery of 
truth. 

Your correspondent “‘ Veritas,” is requested to give 
the above 1 careful perusal, by which he will be enabled 
to discoyer the distinction we make between God's ¢c- 
eredive and declared will. This communication will su- 
percede the necessity of answering his queries, and w ill 
suffice to show him, that the writer has not retreated 
* into the Armenian ground.”’ 

Your other correspondent H****, is requested to rive 
his own communication, which appeared in the 14th No. 
of the Magazine, a careful perusal, and I presume he wi!l 
discover the error into which be has fallen. After quo- 
ling the passage in 1 Tim. ii, 1—4, he observes, ** This 
then is the object to be obtained, viz. the godliness and 
honesty of all men.” Again he says, “If it were not 
good that all men should be saved, would God exhort 
us to pray that they ‘ may lead quiet and peaceable lives 
in all godliness and honesty..” H**** is informed that 
the apostle no where exhorts to pray that all men “ may 
lead quiet and peaceable lives.” He exhorts us to pray 
for all, that © wE,”’ that is, those who utter the prayer, 
‘may lead quiet and peaceable lives ;*? and not those 
for whom we pray. See the passage. Now the whole 
strength of H’s reasoning rests on this misconstruction of 
the text. Correct this erroneous construction, and his 
arguments fall to the ground. Your correspondent will 
find ‘his piece sufficiently answered by this, and my for- 
mer communications. 

Your other correspondent, B*****, is informed that 
Dovid might pray that his encmies might be efernally 
miserable, without opposing the passage which he hes 
quoted. Because he prays that they may seek the Lord, 
it does not follow that he prays for their eternal salva- 
tion. For we read of some who shall seek the Lord, but 
shall not find him, Because he prays that they may 
know the Lord, it by no means follow that he prays for 
their salvation. For the devils know the Lord, but are 
atill devils. : 

But B***** tells us that these Jews, whom Jesus 
would have gathered, shall finally be brought in, be- 
cause Jesus says to them, “* ye shall not see me éill ye 
shall say blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord ;” this is no argument that they will ever be re- 
covered. Suppose, I should tell your correspondent that 
he could not prove his doctrine ¢2ll truth itself shall 
change. Would he consider from this, that I believed 
that the time would erer arrive, when he could establish 
his tenets? Let him answer for himself. 

But if he could prove to a demonstration,that the Jews 
would all be saved in event, this would not answer the 
purpose for which it is brought, viz. that Jesus was not 
defeated. For even then, he is defeated for a season. 
And the same power which resisted him for an age, cen 
resist him eternally, - Your correspondent will not be 
willing to acknowledge that Christ or the Father can be 
frustrated in their wills, but let bim avoid it, if he can 
on his own scheme. The rest of his reply will be sudic- 
iently answered by this communication. 
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“Because, even Because they have seduced my people, 
saying, Peace, and there was no peace ; and one built 
up a wall, and lo, others daubed it with untempered 
mortar,”—Ezekiel xiii. 10. 

LETTER TO A CLERGYMAN. 

Rev. Sir,—In a late lecture you said, that ‘‘ such 
as proclaim Universal Salvation, are obnoxious to the 
judgments which God denounced against those false 
prophets who eried, Peace, when there was no peace, 
and built up a wall, while others daubed it with untem- 
pered mortar.” When so condemning an assertion as 
this is made against a body of men, it is commonly 
thought sufficient only to call for its proof; but were 
I now to make this just and natural demand, I cannot 
imagine, Sir, what you could offer as a justification.— 
Where could you find a ‘‘ thus saith the Lord” to sup- 
port you? Or what resemblance would you attempt 
to show, between the ancient false prophets and Uni- 
versalists? Had we only been informed that those 
prophets went about preaching salvation through Jesus 
Christ to all men, then indeed you could have said that 
they preached like modern Universalists ; and it would 
have been reasonable to assert, that like punishments 
would fallon both. But do you think, Sir, that those 
prophets said any thing about salvation through Ghrist? 
According to Jeremiah and Fzckiel, they prophesied 
peace, peace, to the Jewish nation, while God was 
threatening it with fatal war and captivity ; but it is 
evident that it was national and not spiritual peace, 
which they predicted. Jeremiah plainly expresses this: 
See Jer. xiv. 13, 14: The Lord says of the people, 
* When they fast, I will not hear their cry ; and when 
they offer burnt offerings and an oblation, I will not ac- 
cept them; but will consume them by the sword, and 
by the famine, and by the pestilence. Then said I, ah 
ord God ! behold the prophets say unto them, ye shall 
not see the sword, neither shall ye see the famine ; but 
I will give you assured peace in this place. Then said 
the Lord unto me, the prophets prophecy lies in my 
name,” &c. That the false prophets, so frequently 
mentioned by Jeremiah,were those of whom we have so 
many accounts in Ezekiel, will not be disputed ; for ac- 
cording to the latter part of the books of Kings and of 
Chronicles, and the several chronological dates and re- 
ferences given by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, these two pro- 
phets were cotemporary 

It was about thirty-nine years before the complete 
destruction of Jerusalem by Nebnehadnezzar, that Jer- 
emiah began to warn the Jews of the approaching judg- 
ments. It seems, notwithstanding, that the popular 
prophets prophesied peace, instead of war. In about 
eighteen years, however, destruction began to stare 
them in the face; for Necho, king of Egypt, slew king 
Josiah in battle at Megiddo, and pressing on to Jerusa- 
lem, took Jehvahaz, his successor, prisoner. Four years 
after this, Nebuchadnezzar subdued Jerusalem, and 
made it tributary to himself ; and soon after, 
carried Daniel and all the chief men to Baby- 
ton. StiH the false prophets flattered the people 
with the hope of prosperity for the future, while 
Jeremiah was announcing more awful calamities than 
any they had yet witnessed. Within four years after- 
Nebuchadnezzar’s first entry into Jerusalem, he wasted 
the whole land of Judea, put the king to death, and 
eatried 3000 prisoners to Babylon; but immediately re- 
turning, on account of a rebellion, he destroyed the 
furniture and golden vessels of the temple, took Jehoi- 
akin or Jeconiah, the new king, and all his courtiers 
with 18,000 other captives, among whoin were Morde- 
eai and Ezekiel, and carried them to Babylon. Ezeki- 
el soon began to deliver bis messages to the captives 
3n Chaldea, and to the remnant of the people at Jerusa- 
lem, foretelling war and destruction. Yet still the false 

prophets deluded the expectations of peace, in syite of 
all his warnings, and those of Jeremiah. But in about 
eleven years, their destruction came upon them to the 
‘uttermost. Nebuchadpezzar burnt Jerusalem, and lev- 


elled its walls with the ground, leaving neither house 
nor inhabitant. 
Now, Sir, the amount of our subject is simple this; 


the false prophets assured them that they should not 
see war, but should have peace. Yet God destroyed 
their nation with the sword, and their city by fire. Now, 


versal Salvation ? Suppose Congress should declare war 
against Spain, and some rebellious citizens were.to forge 
and publish a pretended ratification of peace; what an 
odd conceit would it it be, when those criminals were 
brought forth for punishment, to apprehend all the Uni- 
versalists in the country, and inflict on them the same 
punishment! for, says the accuser, they are guiliy of 
the same crime, inasmuch as they preach Universal 
Salvation. 

The sentiment of your assertion is very common. 1 
scarcely ever heard a Calvinistic Clergyman pray for 


shape. At such times, I have seen half a congregation 
look up with so sanctimonious a triumph on their coun- 
tenances, that it seemed the sly accusation was, to them 
the most devotional part of the exercise. 1 remember 
one very ludicrous circumstance of this kind, which i 
will relate, after stating that Ezekiel mentions, in con- 
nexion with his account of the false prophets, certain 
false prophetesses, who sewed pillows to all arm-holes, 
and made kerchiefs upon the bead of every stature,— 
Ezek. xiii. 18. After the Clergyman had prayed for 
the Universalist who stood by him in the desk, that he 
might daub no untempered mortar, he added, ** may he 
no more sew pillows to all arm: holes,” &c. thus making 
him at once a false prophet and prophetess. The peo- 
ple knowing as little as he, the absurdity of the expres- 
sion, looked up and signified their approbation. All 
‘this proceeded from i.attention, or profound ignorance ; 
and it must be owing to one of these causes, that the 
sentiment of your assertion is ever held up by an honest 
man. Your’s, in the Gospel of Truth, 
Beetex, 
—s+o— 
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AN APPEAL TO “ UNITARIANS.” 

Rev. GentLemey,—The following observations, 
which | would submit to your inspection, through the 
medium of the Magazine, and request from you, a can- 
did reply through the same medium, are founded on a 
sincere desire to become acquainted with the general 
tenor of your scheme. I am not insensible, that you 
have some reasons for your boasts, that you are becom- 
ing quite popular in New England ; but I am apprehen- 
sive it is your name and not your sentiments which is 
growing thus popular. My reason for the above re- 
mark, is, that your name is much better known, than 
your sentiment, in New England. Unitarianism is the 
main topic of conversation among us. There are in the 
town where I reside, three respectable societies, bearing 
the name and title of Unitarian ; but I am confident, 
that I should not detract from their reputation, should 
| affirm them all unable to give an account of the fun- 
damental principles of their system. Yet, 1 do not 
censure them, only for their credulity, but their teach- 
ers, for not having taught them, sometimes in the posi- 
tive, and not always in the negative; that is, for not 
telling what they do believe, as well as what they do 
not. Far be it from me to insinuate, that the above 
mentioned societies, are composed of ignorant, unlet- 
tered men, or that they cannot give an account of some 
of those elementary principles, which are peculiar to 
the Unitarian creed; but that they can give a clear 
statement of Unitarianism, so as to make it a perfect 
system of christianity, I much question. They can in- 
form us, that they believe in the unity of God, and in 
Jesus Christ the Son of God, whose existence is deriy- 
ed from God, &c. and can bring some evidence in sup- 
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God threatened the Jews with war and captivity ; and | 


I wish to know, if in all this,there is any thing about Uni- | 


a Universalist minister, without introducing it in some 








whole of the Unitarian creed? Is there no other pe- 
culiar characteristic in your creed, by which you are 
| distinguished from Calvinists, Universalists, and Armin- 
ians? Surely, this idea of one God, is not confined ex- 
clusively to your order, for a great majority of the Uni- 
versalists hold to that article as much as yon, and the 
| Christians have adopted it into their creed without ex- 
ception. Now, what I wish to understand, is, whether 





| you, in all other respects, are in fellowship, in your o- 
|pinion with the Calvinists, or with Arminians, or Uni- 
versalists, or none of them ; and if none, then we would 
thankfully appreciate the favour, if you would disclose 
to the publick your real sentiments. Perhaps } should 
| not personally injure, nor misrepresent you, if I should 
| allege, that you deny the doctrine of original sin, total 
or innate depravity, the infinite nature of sin, that the 
justice of God required the endless misery of sinners, 
or that Christ died to save men from the requisition of 
justice, &c. That you unequivocally deny the truth 
of these things,as wel) as the eternity of future punish- 
ment, is a fact,if what one of your own clergymen told 
me can be relied on. But in all theabove particulars, 
you differ nothing from the Universalist. Indeed,if you 
deny the eternity of future punishment, as you emphat- 
ically do, you must, if you believe at all in future con- 
scious existence, believe in the final restoration of the 
whole human family to a state of happiness, If you 
deny both endless misery, and a universal restoration to 
happiness, the next and only alternative is, the annihi- 
lation of mankind at death. If you deny the perpetui- 
ty of happiness and misery, we are under the absoluta 
necessity of believing, that annihilation is an article o: 
your faith ; for it is self-evident, that no being can 
maintain a conscious existence, whether in the present 
or future world, and be neither happy nor miserable 
so that to deny endless misery and universal salvation 
to happiness, is to deny future conscious existence, 
which is annikilation. 

All religious speculations, are resolvable into one o: 
three points; endless misery, universal restoration, c 
annihilation ; and as you deny the first, and have not 
as yet acknowledged either of the last, the only ques- 
tion which we wish to urge, in this place, and to which 
a direct answer is solicited, and will be expected, is, 
which of them do you believe? If you should reject 
them both, you will have the goodness to give your 
views on the subject, which will probably develop a 
mystery, that now embarrasses many candid inquirers. 
A direct and candid reply to the foregoing, will be ap- 
preciated asa fayour conferred on the public, and youy 
humble servant, BARZILLAI, 
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“* For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour; who will have all men to be saved, and io 
come unio the knowledge of the truth.”—1 Tim. ii. 3, 4, 

This passage of scripture expressly affirms, that God 
will have all men to be saved; but in order to gratify 
our religious opposers, aud to reason upon their inter. 
pretation of it, we will allow that it onlpexpresses a 
willingness or desire. Butin doing this, we shall not 
suppose that the Deity is perfectly indifferent in this 
respect, and giveshis assent to what may by chance 
come to pass; but shall suppose that he earnestly de-~ 
sires the eternal happiness of every member of the hu- 
man family. Now, if it be God’s will to have all men 
saved, he will certainly be gratified, as he is Almighty ; 
for if it be in his power to do any thing,and he does not de 
it,it plainly teaches that he has no will to have it done. 
It was God’s will to create a world, it was created ; it 
was God’s wij] that Christ should come into the world, 
‘he came ; it was God’s will that Christ should save the 
world, and Christ came to do the will of him that sent 
him; Willhe do it? Will Jesus Christ do the will of 
Him who sent him? This is an important question.— 





port of it; but does this solitary article, comprise the 


Our opposers will now be obliged to shift the argument; 
and say, thet itis the will of God to have e!] men gay- 





- 





JNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


ri 


67 








SN TF LO EE EE LL IY EE OE = 


er ee Re NNT anne 








ed, according to the means which he has prescribed for 
their salvation ; but ifthey will not be saved according 
to the means which he has prescribed, they cannot be 
saved by any other. Here we all agree; but we may 
perhaps differ about the means. However, God is a 
Being infinite in knowledge; and, therefore, he knew 
all things from the beginning. Canit be supposed then 
that He would provide means for the salvation of all 
when he knew that these very means would fail of ac- 
complishing the pu*pose for which they were intended? 
Is it supposable that God, in consequence of willing 
the salvation of every human being, could provide a 
Saviour for to save them, and still leave something for 
the creature to do which He knew the creature never 
could or would do? If God wills and intends to save 
al] human beings, he has provided means which cannot 
fail of saving them ; if he does not intend to save them, 
nothing that the creature can do can effect bis own 
salvation. 

3ut how does the will of God affect the doctrine of 
Universalism ? God wishes it to be trne, tries to have 
it true, has never said it cannot be true. Antichrist 
wishes it not to be true, tries to have it not true, and 
says itcannot be true. O mortals! espouse yourcause, 
Will you be with God or Antichrist? Gird on your armor 
and come to the war. Say, shall Gop rne1cn—Shall 
Gop be ALL IN ALL, BLESSED FOREVERMORE ? or 
shel! Antichrist triumph over HEAVEN, and HELL be 
peopled with subjects of eternal despair ? 

RICHARDS. 
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UNIVERSALISM. 

As an objection to the doctrine of Universalism, we 
frequently hear it said, ‘* that it will do to live by, but 
not to die by.” To the jirst part of this assertion we 
very willingly assent, as it is not only reasonable but 
scriptural. Thescriptures inform us that “‘ the grace of 
God, which bringeth salvation to all men, hath appear- 
ed, teaching us, that, denying ungodliness, and every 
worldly lust, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, &c.”? But the last part of this assertion borders 
upon that system of detraction and deceit to which our 
opposers generally resort, when reason and revelation 
fail of supporting their unscriptural hypotheses. What 
will give a person support and comfort when on a death 
bed? Answer;to have assurance of eternal life and 
happiness. Well, if a person sincerely believes the doc- 
trine of Universalism, he must of course consider him- 
self an heir of grace, and consequently, feeling sure of 
his eternal happiness, falls asleep in Jesus perfectly com- 
posed. Now it will be seen that it would be talking 
NONSENCE, to say such doctrine will not do to die by. 
it is a fact, that there is nothing which will give the sup- 
port in a dying hour which a belief in the doctrine of 
Universalism will. 

This is a truth which no candid man will deny. Our 
opposers will now be obliged to move the position of the 
argument, and probably will say that the doctrine leaves 
the person, when on his death bed. Well, then it ap- 
pears that he does not die a Universalist ; how then can 
it be told that the doctrine will not do to die by? The 
assertion cannot be supported. Suppose, for instance, 
that the person recant his sentiments, and be brought to 
rejoice in the salvation of a part of mankind only; if 
this belief gives him joy, it cannot be for any thing but 
the salvation of those whom he believes are saved ;— 
whereas, if he believed in * the restitution of all things, 
which God bath spoken by the mouth ofall his holy pro- 
phets since the world began,” he would ‘rejoice with 

joy unspeakable and full of glory.” ALEXIS. 
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Rewicion is so far from barring men from any inno- 
cent pleasure or comfort of human life, that it purifies 
the pleasures of it, and renders them more grateful and 
generous. And besides this, it brings mighty pleasures 
of its own, those of a glorious hope, a serene mind, a 
ealm and undisturbed conscience, which do far out relish 
the most stuided and artificial luxuries. . 
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4 FEW OBJECTIONS 


To the doctrine of endless punishment, together with 
some considerations commendatory of the belief in 
universal reconciliation, holiness and happiness, 


1. The belief that our Creator has designed to punieh, 
unmercifully and eternally, any of his creatures, we 
think, deprives him of aJ] those moral qualities which 
are truly amiable and lovely in the rational view of a 
moral being, and attributes to him such as render his 
character the most hateful that we can possibly imagine. 
If we are called on to state why we entertain such an 
opinion concerning the above belief, we reply ; because, 
according to it, in those millions of instances, in which 
God is supposed to be the administrator of such punish- 
ment, he infinitely exceeds all the cruelty and barbari- 
ty, which have stained the most rude and uncivilized 
ages. Whocan read the scripture account of the op- 
pression endured by the Israelites in Egypt, without be- 
iny deeply disgusted at the heart-chilling cruelty of the 
unfeeling monarch who exercised over them such unjust 
severity? But what is the aggregate amount of all this, 
when compared with only one single instance of endless 
torment, such as our orthodox preachers now hold 
forth intheir sermons? There is too, in the case of un- 
merciful Pharach, a calculation of policy, by which he 
endeavoured to render the oppressed serviceable to his 
own interest ; but in the case under consideration, there 
is no such calculation. The supporters of this abomi- 
nable cruelty never pretend that the Almighty gains any 
thing to himself by all the torment to which he has or- 
dained his dependent beings. It is therefore positive 
cruelty for the sake of itself! 

2. As this doctrine forbids our loving our Creator, so 
it obligates us to worship him on the same principle as 
the heathen have worshiped devils; that is to keep 
them from doing them injuries. Such religion and such 
devotion are promoted by a system of terror, and those 
who bow down to their altar, inform us that if they be- 
lieved as we do, that God will have mercy on all men, 
they would never go to the sanctuary of worship again. 
Thus thousands are deprived, all the days of their lives, 
of the unspeakable pleasure of worshipping the God of 
love, and are tormented with a fruitless fear, day and 
night. When Nebuchadnezzar would be uncommonly 
pious, he erected an image for devotion three score cu- 
bids in height, and when all his authorities and all the 
people were assembled, ** an herald cried aloud, to you 
it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 
that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of mu- 
sic, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Ne- 
buchadnezzar the king hath set up: and whoso falleth 
not down and worshippeth, shal] the same hour be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furmace.”” Now if this 
image had had any attributes which were worthy of 
veneration or worship, there could have been no neces- 
sity of having a ** burning fiery furnace” to terrify the 
people to fall down and worsbip.it ¢ but this system of 
devotion was the orthodox system of the country and 
of the day, and it answers to that which is esteemed as 
such in our times, which has wonderfully improved on 
the system of Nebuchadnezzar’s terror, and in room of 
a “* burning fiery furnace,” it makes use of a burning 
fiery hel] in the eternal world. This putting of the 
dreadful torture to a future state is altogether a matter 
of necessity, we should see it in operation here if power 
were equal to zeal! 

3. This unmerciful belief is calculated to sharpen the 
weapons of enmity and to render peculiar pungency to 
the spirit of hatred among men. ‘This truth is rendered 
most visible in the cruel persecutions which have given 





ae doctrine its peculiar character in the world. 


If we religiously believe that God hes decreed our fele 
low creatures to endless sufferings, and we happen by 
any means to be disaffected with them, our blind spirit 
of enmity will immediately accord with the cruel de- 
crees of an unmerciful deity, and believing they are to 
be the subjects of endless torture hereafter, we are rea- 
dy to administer as much as lies in our power in the pre- 
sent state, thereby showing that we are zealous of imi- 
tating what we profess to believe tne divine Being will 
do hereafter. There is, in our opinion no other ground 
on which the cruel persecutions of the church have been 
supported in the dark ages of its history. 

On the other hand; if we contemplate the doctrine 
of universal reconciliation, holiness, and happiness, we 
shall find none of those dark, those dismal shades. 

1. It represents our heavenly Father as every way 
lovely, possessing no disposition to torture his creatures, 
or render them unblest; but being full of love and good- 
ness, created with no design adverse to the best good of 
all the creatures which he made. This doctrine gives to 
the supreme Being every attribute which the rational 
mind can possibly love, and so combines them in a sys- 
tem of divine harmony, that there are in the character 
thus formed, none of the weaknesses or follies of our 
imperfect nature. 

2. As this doctrine draws the mind to God by the 
powerful attractions of love, so it renders devotion a 
theme of the highest rational pleasure. None of the vo- 
taries of this religion are falling down before, they “know 


every true worshipper bebolds in hisGop a Father, an 
infinitely wise, and powerful friend. He sees all 
round him a boundless ocean of goodness, and drinks 
the pure river of God’s pleasure. 

3. As this doctrine contemplates no enmity in God, 
so it allows of none in our hearts. But it inculcates 
charity towards all men, and exercises mercy to the 
worst of enemies. In room of adding fuel to the fire of 
jealousy, and fanning the flames of crue] discord in so- 
ciety, it teaches us to look beyond these vile passions, 
into the pure regions of divine love, the calm waters of 
divine peace, where no sordid passion ever creates a 
wave of sorrow. 
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MARRIED, 
In this town, Mr. Prince Squires to Miss Mary Morey. 
Capt. John Hancock to Miss Olive Fletcher. 
By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. Joseph West, junr. to 
Miss Mary H. Wyman. 
In Salem, by the Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Joseph Saul, 
|jun. to Miss Nancy Harvey. 
EEE 


DIED, 

In this town, Master Clark Turner Howe, of Brook- 
field, aged 15.—Mrs. Abigail Codman, 80.—Mr. Joha 
Smith, 32.—Miss Caroline Stearns, 23.--Mrs. Hannah 
Bradley, 81.—Mrs. Mary S. M., Rice, wife of J. H. Rice. 
Mr. Robert Miller, 45.—Miss Susan Hunstable, 22.— 
An infant child of Mr. John Trull, 


In Randolph, Vt. July 5th, Br. Jonn Goss, aged 71. 
Br. Goss adds one to the number of believers in the sal- 
vation of all men, who left this world, strong in the faith 
in which he lived. He lived a christian, and he died a 
christian. Virtue, sobriety and benevolence, were the 
characteristics of his life ; faith in the Redeemer, hope 
in his mercy, and joy in his embraces, were the sweet 
consolations of his expiring moments. Retaining his 
senses to the last, he devoutly and vocally commended 
his spirit to his Maker, in supplication and prayer. Some 
thought he was too good a man to die a Universalist, and 
were sorely grieved that he should bear such love and 
zeal in an hour that tries the souls of men. But let us 
remember, ** The Lord knoweth the way of the right- 
eous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish.” _ 

[Christian Repository. 
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A SERMON on Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of 


the Image of gold, silver, brass, iron and clay, and the 
Stone which ground it to powder ; as recordedin Dan- 





ie) ii. 31~36. By Exsas Sure. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


AN ADDRESS TO THE SUN. 
HAIL glorious Sun! thy genial rays dispel 
The clouds which overspread the earth ; 
Of thy superior glory who can tell? 
Offspring of heav’n, plant of celestial birth. 


Resplendant Orb! night’s sable mantle flies 

At thy advance obsequious; Light benign 
Enlivens every scene, and to our wond’ring eyes, 
Unveils the works of pow’r supreme, divine. 


Sign of the Prince of Peace! in thee we see 
A just resemblance of our blessed Lord 
Who bore our sins, and hung upon a tree, 
To shew a guilty world the love of God. 


From pole to pole thy influence is spread ; 

Thou shin’st on all; who can thy region scan? 

?T was so with Jesus—for a world he bled, 

Through grace he ‘ tasted death for every man.’ 
Ww. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


TRUST IN GOD. 
WOULD you some solid comfort find, 
While trav’ling o’er life’s thorny road? 
Be to your humble sphere resign’d, 
And cast your cares upon your God. 


Fear not the pow’r that does you good, 
*Tis God supports ALL; he alone 

Provides for ALL, health, strength and food, 
And showers ev’ry blessing down. 


Ungrateful man, can you perceive 

The source from whence these blessings flow, 

And still your benefactor leave, 

And tread in paths of sin and woe? 

Return, O prodigals, come in, 

The Lord is good, he reigns above : 

Misrepresented hast thou been, 

’ Father of lights,’ O God of love. 

All things declare that thou art good, 

That thou art good to sinful men; 

Then when we o’er thy kindness brood, 

We'll chant thy praise, a joyful strain. 

Jn death’s dark hours we'll trust in thee, 

For endless life beyond the grave ; 

‘Thy grace shall set our spirits free, 

Po sing thy wond’rous love to save. 
RICHARDS. 
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; SUN RISE AT SEA. 
| SAW thee rise, bright lamp of heav’n, 
I saw thee rise from ocean’s breast ; 
The sight was fair,—for calm as even 
The wearied waves had sunk to rest. 


Spirit of light! I saw thee climb, 
With lustre pure, the dark-wove clouds, 
*Till thou hadst reach’d the height sublime, 
Where Deity himself enshrouds. 


And so, methought, the christian’s soul 
Ought rise, refulgent Orb, like thee, 

*Till it hath reach’d its heaveuly goal, 
Secure above life’s troubled sea ;— 

O then, in vain the wave might roll 
To hide its native majesty. 


{Moore's Sacred Melodies. 








FROM THE (N. ¥.) GOSPEL HERALD. 
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SAVING FAITH, OR MODERN ORTHODOXY. 

_Is is aquestion of great importance,whether the mind 
oi man can at the same time embrace truth and error; 
or_whether error must not first be eradicated, before 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





truth can be seen, and received as truth. For ourselves, | take place to-morrow, instead of Jesus Christ the ** Say- 
we are perfectly convinced of the absolute imposibility |iour seeing of the travail of his soul, and being satisfied, 


of the mind receiving truih, until it rejects the reverse 
of truth, which must be error, or falsehood. Impres- 
sed with the magnitude of this fact, we feel it to bea 
duty, by every effort in our power, to strip error of the 
covering, which for so long a time the superstition and 
ignorance of man has enclosed it. Let the monster 
only be seen, let the deformity be exposed to view, and 
the superstitious will lose their superstition, and the ig- 
norant their folly. God is truth, and the kingdom of 
Christ is built upon truth; but the empire of Antichrist 
is founded upon error and falsehood. There is not,— 
their cannot be an alternative. A thing must be true, 
or false. There is no middle way. There is no neu- 
trality. Every man is either for Christ, or against Christ. 
The fiat of Omnipotence has settled this question for 
ever. ** He that is not forme is against me. Ye cannot 
serve two Matters,”? ‘To the law, and the testimony.’ 
What says the law? ‘*Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve.» What says the 
testimony? ‘Christ came not to judge the world, but 
to save the world.” Christ has ‘* made peace through 
the blood of his cross, by himself to reconcile all things 
unto himself.” Whatsays Antichrist? Men meke their 
own peace, by their own works; and reconcile them- 
selves by their own faith. The testimony soys, of Christ, 
that it was ‘‘ his meat and drink to do the will of his 
Father, and his will! is, that all mankind shall be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth.” And Christ 
did the will of his Father, and saved al] men; and wil! 
in the fulness of time bring all men to the knowledge of 
that salvation, which is the truth. The faith of Christ 
was manifested in the prophecy, ** When I am lifted 
up, I will draw all men unto me ;” and when he was 
lifted up on the cross, he drew all unto him ; and recon- 
ciled them unto God, tin his body on the tree. If a man 
has this faith, he has the faith of Christ; if a man has 
any other faith than this, he has the faith of Antichrist, 
or the devil. We believe that no man in his senses wil! 
say, that a man can have faith of any kind in God, ex- 
cept he believes there isa God. We will now admit 
the truth of the commonly received opinion, that a man 
is justified by his own faith; and by a close calculation 
obtain a statement of the number of religious men who 
had faith in God, and believed there was a God, from 
the creation to the present time; and contrast them, 
in point of wemenicil importance and value, with those 
who have lived in heatherish ignorance and idolatry, 
worshipping stocks and stones, and sacrificing their chil- 
dren to devils. And in consideration of the extra time 
those lived before the flood, compared with the life of 
man since that time, and to make a sufficient allowance 
of time for peopling the world at the creation, and after 
the flood, we will allow jifty-years to a generation un- 
til Christ, which is twenty years more, than is allowed 
since the Christian era; and consequently, calculate 
only eighly generations of men, for the 4,000 years pre- 
ceding our Saviour. During all this time, the Jews 
were the only nation who had any knowledge of the true 
God, with a small exception of single individuals, too 
inconsiderable to mention; and we find, even the Jews 
themselves, the principal part of the time worshipping 
the idols of the Gentile nations. The proportion of 
Jews to the heathens, who included al] the rest of man- 
kind, were as one to two hundred and forty,—and the 
Jews, who worshipped the true God, to those who wor- 
shipped idols, as one to four, the whole number of man- 
kind who lived previous to the Christian era, amounts 
to sixty-four thousand millions of men, allowing eight 
huncred millions to a generation, consequently, there 
could not be more than one man to every sixteen hun- 
dred who lived previous to Christ, who had what is cal- 
led a saving faith; or who in apy manner worshipped 
the true God ; orknewthere wasaGod. Since Christ. 
1660 years have folled away, and forty-eight thousand 
millions of the humayrace have passed through time 
into an endless eternity. The proportion of these, who 
have heard of a God and Saviour, does not probably 
amount to more than one to five, of all these; and even 
the proportion of those who had heard, that had what 
is called a saving faith, cannot be reasonably estimated 
at more than one to five, which would amount to nine- 
teen hundred and twenty millions, and one to sixteen 
hundred previous to the Christian era, make, in all, 
nineteen hundred and sixty millions, who, allowing ev- 
ry favorable circumstance, are all that have experienced 
saving faith, from the creation to the present day ; while 
those who have died in their sins, ignorant of God, and 
of Christ, destitute of saving faith, amount to one hun- 
dred, ten thousand, and forty millions of men, for whom 
Christ died! And according to this estimate, if none 
are saved at the day of judgement, but those who in 
this life had saving faith, if the day of judgement should 








by having the heathen his inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth has possession,”’—hbis little band of 
saints and followers, would not be sufficient in point of 


numbers, to stand as sentinels round the almost innu-. 


merable multitude and host, which would crowd the 
dominions and fill the rank of the devil, the enemy of 
God and man, Then, instead of the triumphant song, 
‘*O Death, where is thy sting? O Grave, (or hell) 
where is thy victory?” it would be an almost Universal 
damnation and triumph of sin, death, and hell, over 
righteousness, salvation and heaven. Where now, ye 
boasted advocates of your saving faith, where is your 
triumph? You have crowded the portals of hell—made 
heaven a desert, and filted the universe with anarchy, 
ruin and despair! This would be the effect of leaving 
man to save himself. Light and darkness are not more 
opposed to each other, than this doctrine of Antichrist, 
and the gospel of our Saviour. The gospel of Christ 
teaches, that ‘‘ God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that while we were sinners, Christ died for us. Much 
more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him. For if when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God, by the death ot 
his Son; much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life.”> No, says Auticbrist. We are not 
saved till we believe ; nor justified, until we work a 
work in ourselves, which shall make us acceptable to 
God. Christ sent his apostles, who testified, that we 
are saved by the offering of Christ, and justified by his 
blood. No, says Antichrist,—believe it not,—God is 
not merciful as you pretend,—-you must save yoursel!, 
—take my advice,—do not trust to the righteousness 
of Christ, or his blood alone,—if you do, hell] will be 
your portion; fora ‘**God all mercy, is a God unjust.” 
How often is this declaration made, and mercy wd jus- 
tice declared at variance ? Hear, O heavens, and give 
ear, O earth, ‘*I am God, and besides me there is none 
else. A just God, and Saviour.’ Is there another 
God beside this? No. But there isademon, even An- 
tichrist, the son of Perdition, who exalteth himself 
above all that is called God, and sitteth in the temple 
of God, or heart of man, and tells with canting hypo- 
crisy the tale of his own goodness,—boasts of his gra- 
cious affections,—talks of his bleeding heart, his un- 
speakable anxiety for the poorsinner. ‘1 would save 
you if I could, but you are going into the presence of 
an angry God, who willdamn you without mercy, and 
torment you forever. O that I could save!” If there 
were no other evidence of the mercy of God, but his 
bearing with this abominable and impious blasphemy, 
this alone ought to be considered perfectly irresistible. 
How many at this day, are preaching what they call 
justification by faith alone ; who talk long and Joud of 
saving faith, of gracious affections? Itis true, that 
some are willing to condescend and acknowledge that it 
is the faith of Christ, and the faith of the creature togeth- 
er; but contend, that without the faith of the creature, 
and the gracious affections of the creature, all is lost. 
God, say they, has made conditions, and God cannot 
depart from them! Deny his sovereignty with one 
breath, and contend for it with the next! How difier- 
ent is the language of the Psalmist? ‘* The Lord is my 
light, and my salvation ; whom shall I fear? The Lord 
is the strength of my. life, of whom shall I be atraid ?— 
What could the prophet mean by this declaration ?— 
Surely, not that his own faith and works was his salva- 
tion. If that was his meaning, he has been very unior- 
tunate in expressing himeelf. Paul declares, ** By grace 
are ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, 
it is the cift of God.*?> What could Paul mean? Shall 
we understand him as he says? Do you think Paul 
knew the meaning of the words he used, or do the good 
people of this day mistake him? There is a misunder- 
standing some where,—for ourselves, we are willing to 
understand Paul as he says; especially, when it is con- 
sidered, that his declaration is supported by the general 
tenor of all his epistles ; and notwithstanding he lays the 
axe to the root of every pretension, and denies us the 
privilege of keeping, even the shadow of saving faith, 
and justifying works, but pronounces us utterly desti- 
tute of every thing good, and worse than all fhis, sinners 
from head to foot, still we would rejoice in, and accept 
the salvation of God, and on the condition too, of ac- 
knowledging, that if there were conditions, we are toe 
blind, snd poor, and foolish, to comply with them. 

Now, to Ged, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, 
be ascribed all the power, and wisdom, and goodness, 
and glory, for ever! 
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